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Holy Alliance, through abandonment of Russia's former attitude of non-intervention in the Greek war of independence. The poor showing of the Turkish troops against the Greeks forced Sultan Mahmud II reluctantly to appeal for military help to his powerful vassal Mehemet AH, pasha of Egypt, and the landing in Morea (February, 1825) of a well disciplined Egyptian army under Ibrahim Pasha, Mehemet Ali's son, threatened not only the collapse of the Greek insurrection but also the extermination of the Greek population. An Anglo-Russian agreement on the Greek question was foreshadowed by informal negotiations between the two governments in the closing months of Alexander Fs reign.2 The Duke of Wellington, a staunch Tory, was therefore assured of a cordial reception when he arrived in St. Petersburg to offer his government's felicitations on the accession of the new tsar. Wellington's political mission, however, was only partly successful. On April 4,1826, N.S., there was signed in St. Petersburg an Anglo-Russian protocol which provided for British mediation in establishing an autonomous Greek state under the suzerainty of the sultan; Russia promised to assist Great Britain, "as and when required/' in carrying out this plan; mediation failing, Great Britain and Russia undertook to pursue a common policy towards Greece with the object of achieving her independence. This reversal in the policy of George Canning, then secretary of state for foreign affairs, was motivated primarily by his desire to prevent Russia's independent action in Turkey. The tsar, however, who had little real sympathy for the insurgent Greeks, was not prepared to entrust to Great Britain the mediation of other issues pending between Russia and the Porte, as suggested by Canning and Wellington. Without consulting Wellington, Nicholas sent to Constantinople in March, 1826, a virtual ultimatum demanding the withdrawal of Turkish troops from the Danubian principalities, the restoration in these provinces of the autonomous institutions abolished by Mahmud in 1821, the immediate release of Serbian deputies imprisoned by the Turks, the granting to the Serbs of privileges stipulated by the Treaty of Bucharest (1812), and the convocation of a Russo-Turkish conference. The internal difficulties experienced by the Porte and the endorsement, although by no means uniformly enthusiastic, of Russian demands by the representatives of the great Powers in Constantinople, made the sultan accept these conditions. Russian and Turkish delegates met at Akkerman and on October 7, 1826, N.S.,